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Have no right, nor indeed have I 
the leaft inclination, to enquire 
into the views, with which you may 
Have entered into the Queſtion, which 
is the ſubject of your Pamphlet. | 
It is as little to my purpoſe, who 
you are, or what you are. You may be 
an Iriſh Roman-Catholic, eager to fight, 
as a Recruiting Officer calls it, in the 
cauſe of your Creator. 
| You may be ſome Engliſh Boy, in 
love with a Red Coat, deſirous of ſtep- 
ping over the heads of Veterans covered 
with ſcars and barren laurels. Or, you 
may be ſome Highland Chieftain, de- 
ſirous of preſerving your authority 
over your Clan by diſtributing military 
rank and emoluments among your 
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Neighbours ; ; and by that means keep- 
ing them in a ſituation of ſubjection 
and dependence, from whence the wiſe 
Laws of Lord Hardwicke were intended 
to have extricated that part of the Coun- 
try. 


Some phraſes in your pamphlet would 


lead me to rank you under the laſt 


denomination. But it is not worth 


any man's while to conſider 4ho either 


You or I are,. but what attention our 
Arguments deſerve. 75 
I ſhall, as well as I can, conſider 
your Reaſons in the order you have 
ranged them. 

Your firſt reaſon for preferring New 
Corps to the augmentation of Old ones 


goes upon this and ; 


« That all, or almoſt all, the Old 
Regiments of Infantry are now, or 
« will be ſoon, in America, Africa, or 


R 


. * Aja.” { Melancholy neus But 


the Common People of Britain or 
Ireland, who are beyond all nations 
attached to their own Country, will 
be mighty ſhy of inlifting, when, in 
OT anſwer 


A 


c 
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© anſwer to the very firſt queſtion which 

* they put, to wit, Where the Regi- 

e ment is? they ſhall be told, they 

“ muſt fail many thouſand miles,” &c. 
I ſhould flatter myſelf, that this is 

a little overſtated with regard to the 


diſtribution of the Old Regiments. A ; 


pretty conſiderable number are no 
upon the eſtimate of Guards and Gar- 
riſons. Africa and Aja, to be ſure, 
were introduced by you as an Anti-re- 
cruiting Serjeant ; for in the fir there 
are only three Companies, and in the 
latter not a Angle Man of the Regular 
Troops of Great Britain. But, pray, 
what are to become of theſe Old Corps? 
Are they to remain mere ſkeletons ? 
Is the Public to pay Regiments of 
Officers without Men ? Or are theſe 
Old Officers to be diſhanded, to make 
room for the New ones, of which you 
give ſo tempting a deſcription ? You 
fay, Recruits will aſk, * here is the 
Regiment? May they not aſk, Where 
am I to be ſent? Are their Beters to 
85.3 keep 
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keep them in a happy Ignorance on that 

ſubje&, and then foree them abroad? 
In your 15th page you ſay, A ſin- 
ee ple Mutiny in an Engliſh Army in 
« America might riſk the Engliſh Em- 
* pire there.” What cauſe is more 
likely to raiſe a Mutiny, than the ſend- 
| ing Men to America, from whom it was 

| 


ſtudiouſly concealed, that they were 
raiſed for that ſervice? Two Regiments 
in the laſt war were forced on board of 
. ſhip, after having been promiſed they 
ſhould not go out of England. Aſk 
the Officers who ſerved at Gibraltar, 
what was the condition and temper of 
thoſe ill-treated Corps during the reſt 
of the War. I agree with you in your 5 
ſecond Reaſon, that Officers of New _ 
Corps will have a greater incitement to 
- raiſe Men, becauſe their Rank depends 
upon it. But will they not then out- 
bid the Old Corps, and prevent them 
from being completed? I muſt then 
repeat my queſtion, Do you mean, that 
the Old Corps ſhould be diſbanded, 1 
: the 


WY | 
the Public ſaddled with the expence of 


Officers without Men ? | 

Your Third Reaſon begins with theſe 
| words : The only Men who will 
« aſk the command of the New Corps, 
«« or at leaſt who will get them, will 
* be men of great Eſtates and Family, 
e or, at leaſt, of great Popularity; be- 
«« cauſe theſe are the only Men, who 
*“ can raiſe New Corps.” | 

What happened at the latter end of 
the laſt war gives a flat contradiction 
to this aſſertion; for among the nume- 
rous New Corps, that were levied at 
that time, I believe not Three of them 
were commanded by Officers who had 
any of thoſe circumſtances in their fa- 
vour. They were, in general, given to 
Soldiers of Fortune. I remember in 
particular, that a Corps called the Lon- 
don Volunteers was commanded by a 
Gentleman of the name of Nairne. 
Now I am much diſpoſed to think, 
that the Military Merit and Services 
of that Gentleman recommended him 
to the Secretary at War for promotion; 

and 
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and not che particular weight and im- 


portance of his Name, Family, Fortune, 


or Popularity in this Metropolis, 


«© The Commandants (you fay) will 
22 5 . chuſe Officers under them from ſuch 


% Officers of the Army, as are of the 


« beſt Eſtates and Family,” To this I 


have the greateſt objection. 
I have no idea of fo bad an Army, 


as one compoſed of Corps commanded 


by Gentlemen raifed to their Rank, 

not for Military merit, but on account 
of their Eſtates and Families; eſpecially 
when theſe Commandants are likewiſe 


to have the choice of Officers under 


them. 

I diſlike the meaſure, on account of 
the mortification and hardſhip it im- 
poſes on the Officers of the Veteran 
Corps now employed on the moſt diſ— 


agreeable of ſervices. And yet, Sir, 
I profeſs myſelf to be an admirer © nei- 
« ther of Cromwell, nor Cæſar. The 


« Intereſt of no Body of Men ought 
« to be oppoſed to that of the State:“ 


But it muſt be a very evident and im 
| portant 


4 


1 
portant advantage to the State, that can 
even palliate the evident cruelty and 


injuſtice of ſuch treatment of men un- 


der ſuch circumſtances. 
When you apply this to the Triſh 
Roman-Catholics and the Highlanders; 


my objections are increaſed. I know 
of nothing ſo immediately dangerous 


to every part of the Kingdom, as the 
forming the firſt of theſe into ſeparate 
Corps. - They are, by the ſeverity of 
the preſent Iriſh ' Laws, made un- 
doubtedly enemies to our preſent Con- 
ſtitution : perhaps they may have been 
lately taught to believe, that they might 
have a better chance of favor from the 
Crown, if it was leſs limited in its 
power, than under the preſent form of 
government. I have heard that the 
Iriſh Roman-Catholics, even in the 
Counties where the power of the White- 
boys is the nigſt predominant, profeſs to 


be friends to the Crown, though ene- 


mies to the Britiſn and Iriſh Parlia- 


ments. Under theſe circumſtances of 


irritation, I am therefore not in the 
5 leaſt 
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leaſt inclined to begin relaxation by 
ſuch a Rep, as putting arms into their 
hands, and forming them into ſeparate 
Corps. 

As to the Highlanders, 120 wusch | 
diſpoſed to acquit them of the imputa- 
tion ob Jacobitiſin; but I am not equally 
inclined to endeavour to effect their re- 
turn to Glan/hip. Who ever has read 
the Hiſtory of Scotland, muſt have 
obſerved the many diſorders and con- 
vulſions, to Which that Country was 
ſubject, in former periods, from the 
power of the Highland Chieftains oyer 
Shaw Vaſſals. Depredation, robbery, 

and violence of every kind, were rec- 
koned acts of gallantry in their ſtate of 
vaſſalage and barbariſm. If I am not 
miſtaken, Dr. Robertſon ſtates. the 
Earls of Huntly, Atholl, and Argyll, at 
the head of their dependents, as more 
than a match for the power of the King 
of Scotland. IT a ſtate in any degree 
ſimilar to this, I do not wiſh thens: ta 
return. 
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As to the Corps to which you allude, 


when you mention the great diſpatch 
with which they were raiſed, J have an 


Obſervation or two to make on them. 

It would be contemptible to the 
laſt degree, as well as ungenerous and 
diſhonourable, if I were to ; allude to 


the errors of a very early period of Gen. 


Fraſer's life, for any other purpoſe than 


that of argument. Whatever demerit 
there may have been in the conduct 
(I had almpſt faid) of his childhood, 


the behaviour of his maturer years, his 
Public Services and his Private Virtues, 
have totally effaced in the mind of every 
ingenuous man. I ſhall therefore with- 
out ſcruple argue, that the gratitude, 


with which he was impreſſed by the 


favour and confidence ſhewn him by his 
late Majeſty, would naturally impel 
him to uſe more than common activity 
to convince the world of his zeal for 
the cauſe, in which he was engaged: 


at the fame time he would, in all pro- 


bability, be equally inſtigated by a 
laudable ambition to attain to a much- 


. 
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defired' Rank in the Military ſervice of 


his Country. His Tenants and De- 


pendents were probably actuated" by the 


ſame motives : they were likewiſe, on 
that occafion, to be commanded and led 
to action by Mr. Fraſer himſelf. 


This will account for the quick com- 


pletion of that Corps. They ſucceeded, 


and did their Commandant and them- 


ſelves equal honour, and were of much 
ſervice to their Country. But, though 


I profeſs to have as high a ſenſe of the 


ſervices of Gen. Fraſer and his Corps, 
as any man; though I faw with plea- 
ſure a beneficent and diſcerning Parlia- 
ment make the reſtoration of the Eſtate 
forfeited by his Family the reward of his 


Services ; yet I am ready to ſay, that 


I do not approve of annexing an Here- 

ditary Command of 'Two Thouſand 

Hig hlanders to the Eſtate of Lovatt. 
115 Earl of Sutherland might, for 


any thing I know, complete his Corps 


in two weeks : but you will pleaſe to 


recollect, Sir, that there was a condi- 
tion annexed to the inliſting of the Su- 
therlands ; ; 
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therlands; which ſurely will not be of 
much ſervice at preſent, and is never, 


in my opinion, to be imitated ; they 


Tere not 70 quit Great Britain. In > 


fact, they never did quit Scotland. 


« All the Drummers, and Serjeants, 


* and Pipers, in the Army, could not 
ce have raiſed Three Thouſand Men in - 


«© Three Years, if they had been in- 
« tended for Thirty additional Com- 
ce panies for Thirty different Regi- 
« ments.“ 
- I can only fay, in anſwer to that, that 
more men have been raiſed for that pur- 


poſe in that manner in a very ſhort time. 


At preſent, I ſuſpect that there has been 


an artificial reſtraint upon both High- 


landers and Iriſh, in order to make the 
ſcheme you propoſe necęſſary. If the 
Government ſuffer themſelves to be 
treated in that manner, they will put 


themſelves for ever in the power of 


thoſe, who have on this occaſion acted 
diſingenuouſly by them. 
. Your Fourth Reaſon is, that ad- 


« ditional Corps are cheaper to the 


7 Nation than additional Companies.“ 
You 
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You appeal to F igures. It is not 


unpleaſant to fee how an ingenious Ad- 
vocate can make even Figures, flubborn 


as they are pretended to be, bend to his 


purpoſe. You ſtate the additional Com- 
panies at a Captain, a Lieutenant, an 
Enſign, and Sixty Private: your in- 


tended Corps (and, give me leave to ſay, 
T ſhrewdly ſuſpe& you have ſome ſuch 
Corps in embryo) at One Lieutenant 


Colonel, Two Majors, Seven Captains, 
Twenty Licutenants, Ten Enfigns, One 


Thouſand Private. 


Pray, Sir, by what Military rule do 


you judge, that the Companies in a New 
Corps may conſiſt of One Hundred 


Men, and that thoſe in an Old one can- 


not exceed Sixty? In the two laſt 
wars the Companies in the marching 
Regiments were at One Hundred ; and 


I cannot ſee why they may not be in 
time augmented to the ſame number 
on this occaſion. 

In ſhort, Sir, you take the additional 


Companies at their preſent period ; 
and you, ad libitum, form your Corps 


in 
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En! 
in ſuch a manner as ſhall appear leſs 
expenſive. 

Look to the numerous Corps raiſed 
at the latter end of the laſt war, and ſee 
if they did not diſtreſs the Recruiting 
Service, diſcourage the Old meritorious 
Officer, introduce improper men into 
the ſervice, and lay a heavy load of 
Half- pay upon the Public. 

You then propoſe to take Half. pay 
Officers for your New Corps. For 


God's ſake, why are they ſuppoſed to 


be more opulent, higher born, or more po- 
gular, (the chief arguments you uſe for 
your New Corps) when enrolled in new 


Corps than old ? What will theſe Com- 


mandants ſay to this reſtriction, who, at 
the beginning of your pamphlet, were 
to be enabled to raiſe their Corps by 

having the choice of their own Ollicers 
left to them? 


I have read Reaſon the Sixth, and Rea- 


fon the Seventh, fix or ſeven times over; 


and I beg your pardon for ſaying it, I 
find in them abundance of entertaining 


Hiſtory, a torrent of Erudition, but, 


in 
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in my poor * * like 4 
Reaſon. ; 
4 The French muy” (though I do 
not believe they do) „ compoſe their 
«© Regiments of the inhabitants of dif- 


&« ferent provinces in ſeparate Regi- 


« ments. Armies of Highlanders may 


cc he bands of different Families, obe- 


dient to one Head.“ 
Yet the Britiſh Armies, ll compoſed 


as our Corps have ever been in your 


opinion, have been generally found a 
match for either of them, and ſome- 


times for both together. 

« Francis the Firſt had ninoty of 
« his Scotch guard killed round him. 
« Charles the Firſt received every care- 
leſs fellow into his Troops. Crom- 
well judged wiſer; he took none but 
« thoſe, over whoſe minds he had a 
«Hoe. | 

« Cæſar's Cohorts, wc ak pri- 
« ſoners, put themſelves to death. 
** Otho's Soldiers ſtabbed themſelves 
« round his funeral pile.” 
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„% Theſe matters may, as you ſay, de- 


e ſerve very ſerious reflections. But 


pray, Sir, were they additional Companies, 
or additional Corps? For, if you cannot 


anſwer me that queſtion, they. deſerve 


in my opinion no conſideration at all 


in the preſent diſpute. 


| Reaſon the laſt, like the foriner two, 


is in my opinion much more like Rhap- 
ſody than Reaſon. You. conclude it by 


 faying, the ſucceſs of General Fra- 


« ſer's Recruiting vl in à ſhort time 
© convince the Public, that the writer 


« of this paper is excuſable for laying 
% down his opinions with a degree 


« of authority, which perhaps does 
* not become a private perſon.” 

I really do not mean to blame the 
manner in which you lay down your 
opinions; but give me leave to ſay, that 


whatever ſucceſs General Fraſer may 
have in Recruiting, it does not follow, 
that every Adventurer, who may offer to 
raiſe a Corps, will be able to accompliſh 
his ſcheme, or ought to be attended to. 


Denen Fraſer undoubtedly has advan- 
tages 


CW) | 
tages that do not belong to every High- 
lander, or Iriſh Roman-Catholic, How- 
ever, at preſent, the ſucceſs even of 
| Gen. Fraſer's levies is not determined; 
| 38 and there is ſtrong reaſon to believe, 
5 that, had not the levy of ſuch a Corps 
. been expected, many of the Men, who 
Woell liſt by preference in his Regiment, 
would have offered themſelves to the 
Old Corps. As far as that goes, there- 

fore, the Public gains certainly nothing 
by the levy of the New Corps. 

I have now gone through your Rea- 
ſons. You have ſtated Four Objections 
to your plan, and, in my opinion, ww” 
by no means anſwered them. 

Nay, Sir, in your anſwer to the firſt 
objection, you mention a fact, which 
ſeems to me too ſtrong for all your ar- 
guments in favour of your ſcheme, and 
leads to a concluſion directly againſt it. 

I mean, that King William's firſt 
i «« Campaign in Ireland was unſucceſs- 
« ful, becauſe he was obliged to appoint 
« the new Officers of the new Regiments 
$6 Nen among the Sons and Brothers of 
« bis 


1 is N 
Be. bis Subjefts of Condition, whom he wiſhed. 
« by that means to attach to his cauſe, 
and who had never been in the Army 
&© before.” Look back to your fourth 
and fifth pages, and ſee whether the 
Officers, whom you propoſe to put at 
the head of theſe New Corps, do not 
bear a deſcription very ſimilar to thoſe, 
to whoſe inexperience you attribute the 
ill ſucceſs of King William's firſt Cam- 
paign. In the Veteran Officers, with 
whom that great Prince replaced theſe 
inexperienced Young Men of Family, Eſtate, 
and Popularity, I ſee a ſtrong reſemblance 
of . thoſe unfortunate meritorious Old 
Officers, who are like to be ſacrificed 
at the ſhrine of Intereſt and Court- 
; favour, if the ſcheme of New Corps 
1 ſhould take place. 
1 Elliott's Dragoons are quoted as an 
inſtance of New Corps behaving with 
unparalleled intrepidity. I am afraid no 
conſequence can be drawn from the 
behaviour of that gallant Corps at Emſ- 
dorff, upon which any Military prin- 
ciple can be founded. They did, on 
D that 
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(8 ) | 
that occaſion, what perhaps no Corps 
of Light Cavalry, young or old, ever 
did before, or will do again: But it is 


certain, that no Corps are ſo ſoon trained 


for action as Light Cavalry: it is a 


ſervice, to which all Nations (but this 


in . nant, have a natural. inclina- 


But let it be remembered, Git El- 


liott's was not raiſed till every Corps of 
Cavalry in the kingdom was at the 


higheſt eſtabliſhment ever known. Such 


vas then the attention to Oeconomy in 
the management of our Levies. Then, 


Sir, it ſhould be remembered, that the 


Officers were picked from theCavalry, as 


Men peculiarly adapted to the Service; 
and this circumſtance fully accounts 
for the os character of the 
Regiment. 


As for the Highland Corps, I never 


heard that they did not do as well as 
others; I never heard them preferred 


to others. I am ſure I never heard 
that the Old Royal Highland Corps was 
not as | good © as the New-levied Ones. 
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( 19 ) 
am no Army-Pedant, and T hate 
n of all kinds ; but ſtill I am of 


opinion, with all the Military Authors 
LI ever read, except yourſelf, and with all 
the Military Men with whom I ever 


converſed, that Ne Corps can never 


be ſo fit for immediate ſervice as Old; 


That men take time to learn every 


thing; That the learning to take care 
of themſelves, their arms, and baggage, 
takes ſome time; and that, for want of 
that knowledge, Young Troops are 


often obliged to quit the field, while 


. Veterans. remain in it: That Young 
Troops are always ſickly at the firſt 


taking the field : In ſhort, that there 


are a hundred little things, in which 
time and ſervice alone can inſtruct both 


Officers and Men. 


If any one would lay a ſcheme for 
the inevitable diſgrace of our Arms in 


America, I am ſure it could not be 


better accompliſhed than by compo- 


fing the Army of theſe Young Corps.. 


For what then are they to be raiſed ? 


For the 4. * of Great Britain and 


Ireland 2 
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Freland ? Ththall hereafter take full now 
tice of that head. 


You deny, that: theſe Thee: are of 


detriment ta the intereſts of the Old 
Officers. Let us ſee how you make 


out that point. A Lieutenant Co- 


e Jonel Commandant indeed may get 
* more than one ſtep in reward of his 
Public and Private Spirit, and is well 
4 


* 


entitled to it: But a regulation might 


be made, and you believe it was in- 
| 5 tended, that none of the other Offi- 


* cers in the New Corps ſhould get 


* more than one ſtep; and that would 


ce Jeave Phe Rank. f the n Ny" 


7 * turbed, 


I think now you are plainly come to 
the real drift of your whole pamphlet, 
which I have from the beginning looked 
upon to be ſomething like a general 
plan for a particular purpoſe. Your 


Officers have been, ſometimes. Young 
Men of Rank and Fortune; at other 


times, Veterans :—ſometimes, were to 
be taken from Half- pay; and at other 


times, to be choſen, ad libitum, by the 


C om. 
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Commandants of the Corps, But now 
you ſeem to be ready to come into a 
compoſition: A certain Lieutenant Co- 


lonel Commandant is to be raiſed, per- 


haps from a Captain or Subaltern, or, 
not improbably, from no Rank in the 


Army at all; and then all the reſt of 


the Officers may be tied down by what- 


ever ſtrict Military Rules of P romotion 
any body may pleaſe to impoſe: on 


them: and this you deren, Was iu. 
Janne 157 1155 a 
Pray, Sir, by em al; 
Vou afterwards labour to prove to the 
poor Officers at Boſton, that they are 
as much injured by an addition of Two 
Companies to the eſtabliſhment of their 
own Corps, as by the raiſing New Corps 


officered by Gentlemen ow at home. 
Thoſe Officers cannot be in a laughing 


humour at preſent, and, let me tell you, 
will hardly reliſh a kind of reaſoning, 
which no mortal can ſuppoſe to be ſe- 
rious. 


In the firſt place, the Junior Officers 


of the Old Corps ſucceed to the Com- 


miſſions 


„ 
miffions in theſe Companies, except 
here and there a Captain from the 
Half. pay, which they naturally expece. 
In the others they can expect no pro- 3 
Motion, as the preſence of the Officer on 4 
tbe fpot is held out as one of the great = 
recommendations of the New Corps, 
and as adding to the facility of Recruit- 
ing. After balancing the merit of Rei- 
cruiting againſt that of Fighting, and 
the neceſſity of Recrurts againſt that of 
Arms ; you are at laſt driven to pro- 
miſe them Brevets of Rank, to preſerve 
their ſuperiority over the Officers of the 
New Corps. Pray, Sir, can you tell 
me, was that intended too? Becauſe, 
if it was, it Was intended to render the 
Army totally unſerviceable. 
If 1 underſtand this propofition, it is, 
that in caſe this Young Friend of yours 
ſhould get his rank of Lieutenant Co- 
Jonel from whatever rank he may now 
| | -hold, all Officers, (at leaft in the Corps 
upon ſervice) who ſhall now be his 
= - Seniors, are to be Brevet Lieutenant Co- 
=p lonels of a date anterior to his. In 
E a Tt that 


| (a4 } 
that Caſe all the Majors, and ne 


half or all the Captains in thoſe Corps, 


will have the rank of Lieutenant Co- 
lonel; and, when his Corps comes to 
join them, they cannot ſerve as Cap- 
tains. What a delightful facility this 
will give to the ſervice! I ſhould al- 


moſt be ready to conſent to give you 


your rank. of Lieutenant Colonel, upon 
oondition you would promiſe never to 


meddle with this ſubject again; for 


indeed, if this part of your ſcheme ſhould 
have effect, you will Wy ruin _ 
Army. 

The Americans will, 1 donke not; 
be aſtoniſhed at the effect of this ſcheme. 
And, now I mention the Americans, 
one thing naturally occurs to me. 1 
have heard, during the whole courſe of 
this unfortunate Conteſt, that the Ame- 
ricans muſt be worſted, becauſe their 
Troops are new, and ours are Veterans. 
Do you mean then to turn the tables 
upon them, and, in proportion as their 
Troops grow accuſtomed to the Field, 


to oppoſe them with new Levies com- 


manded- 


( 24 ) 
manded by Young inexperienced Offi- 
cers? Impoſſible ! There muſt be ſome. 
_ other purpoſe, for which. thels New 
Corps are intended. "2 
Before I quite take my _ of this 
ſubject, I muſt fay a word or two. par- 
ticularly upon the Additional I 
nies to the Old Regiments. | 
The plan of them, I have always un- 
Yerſtood, was firſt introduced in the 
beginning of the war before laſt. The 
Author is ſuppoſed to have been one of 
the moſt reſpectable Officers, that ever 
ſerved this country in a Civil or Military 
capacity; one, for whoſe name and 
character I imagine you, Sir, muſt pro- 
feſs ſome reſpect. I mean the Earl of 
Stair. They were adopted afterwards by 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cum- 
berland. The conſiderations, which 
were ſuppoſed to have determined thoſe 
tolerably good Judges of Military matters 
in favour of this ſcheme, were theſe. 
In the firſt place, as they were to be- 
long to Old Corps, thoſe Corps would 
Teadily ſupply them with Non-commil- 
ſioned 
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( 25-) 
ſioned Officers, who were acquainted 
with each other, and would have the 
buſineſs of diſciplining them much at 
heart. In the next place, by remaining 
at home, when the Regiments were in 
foreign ſervice, they kept up a conſtant: 
ſupply of Diſciplined Men, to replace 
thoſe which the Regiments to which 
they belonged might loſe abroad. This 


has always been found a better ſupply, 


than Draughts from other Regiments; 


as by that method Men, who could 


have no predilection in favour of the 
Corps upon ſervice, are collected from 


various Regiments, and make it almoſt 


a New Corps, Beſides, it is notorious, 
that the Regiments who furniſh the 


Draughts, generally take care to keep 


their beſt Men to themſelves, and to 


ſend the worſt to other Regiments, 


Add to theſe another conſideration, 


that it was a great comfort and relief 


to the Officers of Corps on Service, to 
be able ſometimes to exchange to. the 


Companies at home, when fickneſs, the 
| fatigues of the campaign, or wounds, 


Ss - had 


FN + 26 ) 
had made Gui temporary relief neceſ- — 
ſary. . 3 
Their places were immediately filled _ 
by Officers of the ſame Corps, and by 1 
that means the Regiments on ſervice A 
kept complete for action. : 
This principle is adopted in other «+ 
ſervices, but upon a larger ſcale. Se- : 
veral of the old Regiments of Infantry, 
both in the Auſtrian and French ſer- 3 
vices, conſiſt of Four Battalions each. 9 
It is uſual for three of them to take the 3 
Field, while the fourth remains in ; 
Garriſon, for the ſame purpoſes as the Y 
Two additional Companies of our Bat- : 
talions did in the time I alluded to. 
One more reaſon has been alledged 
in favour of theſe Companies; which 
is, that, being commanded by Old 
Officers at home, they are always ready, 
in caſe of any ſudden emergency, to be 
formed into Battalions, if the domeſtic 
fafety of the Country ſhould require it. 
In the mean time they remain. without the 5 
eſtabliſhment of Field Officers, the Pay : 
and Half-pay of which, you have not 


"= 
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yet convinced me, is not an additional 
burthen on this Country. 

I have now, I believe, in a very ir- 
regular way, gone through your pam 
phlet. Your concluſion is a very ſin- 
gular one: © You never knew any pam 
« phlet, but Mr. Mauduit's on the 
% German War, have any conſiderable 


« effetin England.” And you ſeem 
to hope for an equal effect, or at leaſt 


a proportionable one, from your own. 
I doubt it a little, as indeed our ſubject 


is not quite ſo ſtriking, nor your title 


quite ſo intereſting to the public, as 


Mr. Mauduit's. 


Perhaps neither of our works will 


have ſo many readers as a pamphlet en- 


titled Ober vations on the preſent method 
of Sboeing Horſes. 
I have at preſent done with you nd 


your Scheme. I hope that I have not, 


in my treatment of your Arguments, 


faid any thing that can be perſonally 


offenſive to You. I have endezvoured 


to keep clear of any thing of that kind, 


and I hope I have ſucceeded. 
But 


(626) 

But you ſay, in your third page, that 
you believe in your conſcience, that 
« the King's Servants are open to con- 
«« viction, when Truth, inſtead of abuſe, 
6 ig preſented to them. I am glad to 


hear Dou ſay ſo; for Tam much inclined 


to think You are well acquainted with 
the diſpoſition of thoſe Gentlemen, at 
leaſt upon the ſubject on which we have 
been treating. I therefore, under your 
auſpices, ſhall venture to addreſs them, 
and mean to offer them nothing that 
does not ſeem to me founded in Truth; 
at leaſt, I ſhall offer nothing that « can be 
called Abuſe. 


To the King's Servants. 

TO you then, Gentlemen, I pre- 
ſume to addreſs myſelf, encouraged by 
an Author, who aſſures me you delight 
in Truth, as much as you juſtly deſpiſe 
and abhor abuſe. I ſhall offer you ar- 
guments, that appear to me founded 
in Truth; and at leaſt I promiſe you, 
IJ ſhall offer you nothing, that by a 
fair man can be termed Abuſe. 


The 


r 
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our Fellow Citizens may be too ready 


| (' 29 )- 
The ſubject, upon which I now treat, 


| ſeems to me one of the moſt important 
ones, that ever was agitated; for it 
ſeems to me to be a flecifien of this 


material point, . Into whoſe bands it ir 


% moſt proper to truſt the Sword ?” "That 


queſtion is never ſo important, as when 
the word Rebellion is founded loudly 


from one'end of the Britiſh Dominion 


to the other. The oppoſing a Foreign 
Enemy may perhaps be ſafely truſted to 


any able hand; but the quelling an In- 


ſurrection of our Fellow Subjects, is 2 
ſervice upon which a more cautious ex- 
amination is neceſſary, One part of 


to reſent injuries, which do not preſs 
hard enough upon them to juſtify Re- 
ſiſtance. At the ſame time there may 


be others, who may be ſtill more -cul- 


pably ready to lend their aſſiſtance to 
prevent all pothbility of any Reſiſtance 
of the moſt grievous injuries. 8 

It is the buſineſs of every honeſt man 


to reſtrain the violence of the former, 


i . 
and, Tam ſure, to keep all power dat of 
the hands of the latter. . 
The Author of the Pamphlet, upon 
which I have ventured to make ſome. 
obſervations, in my opinion labours 
hard to take the Arms out of the hands 
of thoſe, who have hitherto ſerved their 
Country with fidelity, with bravery, 
and with ſucceſs: he ſeems to think, 
that in the preſent war other Men are 
fitter for the purpoſe. I ſhall to you, 
Gentlemen, venture to ſay what I think 
of this ehange of hands; and then ex- 
preſs my hope, that he is maker in 
his conjectures as to what you intended. 
A Standing Army has been, in for- 
mer times, the ſubje& of the moſt in- 
tereſting Debates, that ever paſſed in 
either Houſe of Parliament, I flatter 
myſelf, that, though that (alas !) ne- 
ceflary evil is not likely to be removed, 
the principles, upon which it was for- 
merly reſiſted, are not quite effaced 
out of the minds of Engliſhmen. Our 
Anceſtors ſaw danger in an Army com- 
poſed of men commiſſioned by the 


Crown, 


e 
Crown, appointed and diſplaceable by 


the ſame authority: but they ſaw ſome 


conſolation in the appearance, that 
the Officers would be of two ſorts; 


either Men of Family and Fortune, 


who had an intereſt in the welfare of 
the Country; or of Gentlemen, who 
by long and meritorious ſervices had 
obtained a Character, which made them 
as reſponſible to their Country, as thoſe 
who were their ſuperiors in point of 
Fortune. Theſe two ſorts of Men 
Blended together have hitherto com- 
manded our Armies, and, thank God, 
with tolerable ſucceſs. : 

Now, Gentlemen, I am extremely 
jealous of this New Plan, which gives 
an opportunity of introducing at once 
into the ſervice: a number of —_ 
commanded by New Men. 

Iriſh Roman-Catholics, and High- 
landers, are the materials of which 
theſe Corps are to be compoſed : for 
though, in order to throw a veil over 
the real ſcheme, Engliſb Commoners are, 
1 think, once mentioned; it is noto- 
| nous, 


5 "TM 3 
rious,: to the honour of this part of 
| the Country, that no great Chieftain 
n England can lead his Vaſſals to war, 
whenever he has a point to carry. 


I lament the preſent condition of the 


Roman-Catholics in Ireland, and ſhould 


be pleaſed to ſee ſome mitigation of 


the Penal Laws againſt them. I ſhould 
wiſh, that that mitigation ſhould by 
degrees increaſe, till they were com- 
pletely reconciled to the happy Con- 


| Ritution under which theſe Kingdoms 


have, for ſome time flouriſhed. But, 
m their preſent ſtate of violent hoſtility 
to the Proteſtant intereſt, is it deſire- 
able to arm them as Corps, and give 

them that additional connexion, which 


them to overpower the unarmed, un- 
diſciplined Proteſtants of that Country ? 
Beſides, what is with me an argument 
againſt them is, that it is notorious, 
that Roman-Catholics have a ſtronger 
propenſity towards Monarchy, , than is 
_ conſiſtent with the Conſtitution of this 

mixed Government. Now, whatever 
| indulgencese 


would in all probability at once enable 


ERS 
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indulgences T may be inclined to grant 


to men of ſuch Political as well as Re- 
ligious principles, I ſhould not begin 
by granting to them the power oſ the 
Sword. Vet to theſe there is an evident 


inclination in the Author upon whom 


I have obſerved ; and he profeſſes to be 
not unacquainted with your Intentions. 


I now proceed to conſider the other 


ſource, from whence this additional 
ſtrength is to be taken. I mean the 
Highlanders. The manner in which 


J think it neceſſary to treat this part of 


the ſubject, makes it a little delicate. 

At the beginning of the preſent Reign 
great power and influence were lodged 
in the hands of a Nobleman of the 


Northern part of the Iſland. Whether 


he uſed that power wiſely or unwiſely, 
it is not my purpoſe at preſent to diſ- 
cuſs. I do not mean to enquire into his 
virtues, or his failings. It unfortunately 


the one nor the other, I mean the place 
of his Birth, became the topic of much 
diſcuſſion. Thoſe who were enemies 


TOE: - Fr to 


«did ſo happen, that what was neither 


| 
| 


oY £ 34 1 
to his perſon and his meaſures, flattering 


popular prejudices, and (to uſe a vulgar 


phraſe) meaning te drive. the nail that 
avould ge the. fartheſt, founded much ob- 
jeRion to him on his being a Scorchman. 


Perhaps his partiality to a few of his 


Countrymen, and thoſe not the moſt de- 
ſerving of his favour, might ſerve to in- 


_ creaſe the popular clamour and diſcon- 
tent. However impropes and abſurd 


this conduct might be, it certainly had 


this unhappy effect, that it has much 


increaſed the antipathy, which has at 
ways ſubſiſted between the lower orders 
of both parts of the United Kingdom. 
I with the kigher orders may be quite 
free from the contagion. _ A Writer of 


the Northern part of the Nation, who. is 


much in vogue at preſent, blames ſome 
of the Stuarts for erecting caſtles with 
Engliſh garriſons in Scotland ; whereas 
the Scotch, ſays he, were they properly 
encouraged, might be found inclined to 


curb the licentious ſpirits of the Engliſh. 


The provocation (for I fairly call it fo) 
Which the Scotch have received, may 
have 


tab 


190 rendered them fitter, for ſiich a 
purpoſe, than I could wiſh, and, I hope, 


than you, Gentlemen, intend. I truſt 


howeyer it is not ſo. But I could wiſh 
to know what is the reaſon; that at pre- 
ſent makes yu, Gentlemen, ſo defirous 
of raifing a Scorch Militia, of introdu- 
cing into Great Britain the Scorch Bri- 


gade from Holland, and, finally, of 


raifing a number of Highland Corps. 


You have ſent away the greateſt part 


of the Veteran Corps from Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland; you have completed 


them by Draughts from thoſe which re- 


main. Does any man in his ſenſes 


believe, you mean to ſend theſe New 


ther compoſed of Roman Catholies 


or Highlanders, are to remain for the 
keeping of Peace and good Order in 


this Country. They will be com- 


manded by Men, who owe their pro- 
motion to no Military Merit of their 
_ own, but to the /o/e good pleafure and 


recent favour \ of the Crown, 


Ld 


Corps after them? No. They, whe- 


_— 


Our Anceſtors: never ſaw, and, I am 
dee would never have ſuffered, 
ſuch an Army as this. Let me hope, 
that all their principles and reaſoning 
on this ſubject are not intirely exploded; 
and that you will ſhew Vourſelves not 
- unworthy of your Anceſtors, by _ 
ing fuch applications. 5 , 
Having treated this matter in a Con- 
ſtitutional light, I am almoſt aſhamed to 
add any thing on Private or Profeflional 
ground. But, when I addreſs myſelf 
to You, Gentlemen, I cannot paſs over 
the cruelty and injuſtice of this ſcheme. 
What have the Officers of the Regiments 
in America merited at your hands 8 . 
They have embarked /as you ſay, with- 
out repining upon the moſt diſagreeable 
ſervice in the world: They have ſuf- 
fered more than I care to repeat: they 
| have fought, they have formed a Pha- 
lanx round the gallant Howe; they 
have bled by his fide ; they have ani- 
mated their Men by their example; 
they have forced the entrenchments of 
an obſtinate perſevering enemy. If 
abi ö 


4 37 ©; 3 
they th you, in the hourof their diſtreſs, | 
for increaſe of Pay, or Halt-pay ; 5 
Oeconomy ſteps forward, and gives 
them a flat refuſal. If they aſk you 
for Promotion in their hour of ſervice,. 
you will have deprived yourſelves of the 
power of gratifying their well-founded 
requeſt, by a ſcheme, which is as oppo- 
fite to every principle of Deconomy, as 
it is to Wiſdom, or to Juſtice. 
I now take my leave of you, Gentle- 
men, as well as of the Author of the 
Conſiderations, &c. who ſeems much 
better acquainted with you than 1 am, 
and tells me, that you are very well 
zutentioned Men. I ſhould be glad that 


your [ntentians.weremadealittle clearer; 


and that, when known, they might 
convince me, that I am wrong in my 
conjectures. Whether wrong or right, 
I flatter myſelf, that J have offered you 
no abuſe ; I feel, that I have offered you 
reaſoning founded in Truth. 
I wiſh I was as ſure of ſucceſs in being 


believed, when I fay, I diſclaim Na- 
tional : 


— 


WT. 
tional Prejadice and National Reflec- 
tion. In following my author, I have 
been obliged to mention names, which, ; 
as a Briton, I conſider as Provincial, 
rather 5 4th National diſtinctions. I 
lament that thoſe diſtinctions ſhould | 
| have fo much weight in the diſcuſſion 8 
into which I have entered. I bear no 4 
ill-will to any part of his Majeſty's 
Dominions, nor to any claſs of his 8 
Subjects. I wiſh the Iriſh Roman oo \ 
tholic much more comfort and eaſe 1 in . | 
his domeſtic ſituation. I am ſatisſied 
that the Army ſhould be open to every 
Scotch Officer and Soldier; and God 
forbid, that the name of Scotchman 
| ſhould ſtand in the way of the Merit of | 
any man in any profeſſion. I diſclaim, 
with equal earneſtneſs and ſincerity, 
the being actuated, on this occaſion, 
by Provincial prejudice, for which * 
have the utmoſt contempt. But ſtill 
I profeſs, that the proſpect of the face 
of this Country overſpread with new 
Forpe of * and Irifh Roman- 
Catholics, 


—— — 2 — —— r* — val — 


1 
Catholics, the offspring of the Farour 
of the Day, ſhocks and alarms me. I 
can aflign no hongft reaſon for it; and 
am concerned to think, that to. theſe 
the Conſtitution and the ſafety of this 
Country is to.be committed, while the 
Corps, which are full of a, Merit, old 
Names, and od Services, are at the 
_ diftance of three thouſand miles, pining 
and periſhing by want, diſtreſs, ill 
uſage, and mortification of every kind. 
It is faid, fomewhere in the Pam- 
phlet I allude to, that the Prince 
4 We ſerve is the Soldier's Friend, and 
that the Miniſter of War feels for 
« the Old Officer.” 

As to the latter, if by Miniter' IF 
War the Author means the Secretary at 
Mar, it is now no-ſecret, that his feelings 
and opinions on this ſubject have been 
over-ruled by you, Gentlemen; and 
reaſon has been given to think, that 
they may be ſo again. 

As to the former part of the ſentence, 
I and duty toward the Great Per- 

{on 


" 


"1 
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- fon alluded to will allow me to do no 


more, than barely to expreſs my hearty | 


aſſent to the truth of the propoſition. 
It becomes not any one, lightly to in- 


troduce a Character of that . e 


into diſcuſions of this kind. 


It becomes you, Genfldmen, to be 


cautious how you appear to be the ad- 
viſers of injuſtice and hardſhip upon 


the OA Soldier. Such a conduct will 
ſhock the feelings of a Nation 
_« orateful to thoſe who defend it.” 


To have adviſed a Prince, who is 


truly the Soldier's Friend, to neg- 


le& the merit of thoſe, who have ſerved 


Him and his illuſtrious Houſe long and 


faithfully, will not be acceptable to 
ſuch a Nation. But to have adviſed 
him to diſtruſt them, to have put the 
defence of the Country and its Con- 


ſtitution into new hands, may perhaps 
one day raiſe ſenſations in the People 
of this Country, that may be formidable 


even to you. 


You 


— 


— 


8 
You are great, powerful, and im- 
moveable in your ſituations at preſent. 


Uſe your power with moderation, and 


with prudence; and remember, that 
many of the Political Revolutions in 


this Country have happened to Mini- 
ſters, at the time when they were per- 


haps, in their own opinion, and in that 
of the world, the moſt ſecure. 


THE EN D. 


